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WERF ANNOUNCES EMERGING TECH. AND UNSOLICITED PROGRAMS

Nearly $1 Million Available to Proposers for Expanded Research Areas
Funds for WERF’s Emerging Technologies Program (ETP) and the Unsolicited Research Program (URP) are now available to interested researchers. ETP was established to encourage development of new technologies applicable to the water quality field. Total funds available for 2000 are $225,000. URP, funded at $600,000 this year, was designed to encourage innovative research to further knowledge in areas important to the water quality industry. 

These additions to the Solicited Research Program serve WERF’s goals of advancing science and technology, and addressing water issues as they impact resources, the atmosphere, land, and quality of life. Objectives include enhancement of scientific and technological knowledge, adaptation of research, and development programs to improve water quality. 

Emerging Technologies 
Projects under ETP must address innovative ideas with application potential. The maximum per proposal WERF selects to fund is $75,000. Initial projects are generally feasibility or bench scale studies, with possible follow-up studies for projects with promising results. All proposals are due to WERF by 5:00 p.m. EST on Wed., Nov. 17, 1999. Proposals received after that will be returned to the sender.

Proposals are sought that offer solutions to proposer-identified problems in research areas of interest to WERF. For review, proposals must include research category and identifier number:
Research Category







Identifier Number
· Collection and Treatment





#00-CAT-UR
· Product Use and Management





#00-PUM-UR
· Watershed Management






#00-WSM-UR
· Human Health Effects






#00-HHE-UR
· Ecosystem Health







#00-ECO-UR
Selection of proposals for funding includes competitive review by a peer panel for scientific merit and criteria such as innovative quality of the proposed work, scientific basis for the technology, potential for development, and applicability to water quality. Proposal selection for ETP ends in April 2000. Proposers will be informed shortly thereafter. Selected proposers will submit details of the proposed work and a project timeline. Most projects will begin in the summer of 2000.
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Unsolicited Research Projects 

The Foundation is also seeking projects to be funded under URP. Defined research solicitations direct attention to specific needs as recognized by WERF. However, they 

may not capture many of the good and novel ideas identified by the environmental research community. URP provides an avenue to explore creative research ideas proposed by diverse organizations or individuals with unique interests and perspectives. URP proposals are due in WERF’s offices by 5:00 p.m. EST on Fri., Jan.7, 2000. 

The maximum research period for each project is two years. The research budget is limited to $100,000 per year. Appropriate proposals to URP identify and evaluate specific problems and proposed solutions, research needed to understand fundamentals for identified issues, increase knowledge for innovative concepts, or explore applications of novel processes in water quality.

For review purposes, the proposer must identify the research category by an identifier number.

· Collection and Treatment





#00-CAT-ET
· Product Use and Management





#00-PUM-ET
· Watershed Management






#00-WSM-ET
· Human Health Effects






#00-HHE-ET
· Ecosystem Health







#00-ECO-ET
Careful review by a peer review panel will include consideration of such criteria as technical and scientific merit, originality, qualifications, and significance of the proposed research work.

Specific guidelines, instructions and proposal forms are available from WERF’s offices at Attn: UR /ETP, 601 Wythe Street, Alexandria, Va., 22314-1994, or website http://www.werf.org. Call WERF for more information at (703) 684-2470, option 4.

###

The Water Environment Research Foundation, a not-for-profit organization affiliated with the 

Water Environment Federation, addresses water quality issues with a commitment to environmental protection, economic conservancy and enhanced quality of life. WERF Subscribers consist of 

wastewater utilities representing more than 60% of the U.S. sewered population and 

corporations sharing concerns for water quality issues.
